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The Law Goes Digital: How New Rules are Reshaping Philippine Commerce
By: JM Capalar

A Nation at a Legal Crossroads

Walk into any café in Manila or in Tacloban today, and you’ll see people shopping online,
transferring money through apps, or streaming digital services. What most don’t realize is that
behind these everyday clicks and taps, the Philippine legal system has been racing to catch up.

Between 2023 to 2025, lawmakers and the Supreme Court rolled out sweeping changes in
commercial and taxation law- reforms that touch everything from your online shopping cart to
the rice on your dinner table.

From Cart to Court: Protecting Online Shoppers

The Internet Transaction Act of 2023 is a game-changer for e-commerce. For the first time,
online marketplaces are legally bound to ensure transparency in pricing, warranties, and
consumer redress.

Imagine ordering a gadget online that arrives defective. Before, you might have been stuck in a
frustrating loop of unanswered emails. Now, platforms are required to step in and ensure
consumers aren’t left powerless.

Cracking down on digital scams

Financial fraud has exploded in recent years, with scammers using fake accounts and social
engineering tricks to siphon money, in which I have been a victim. The Anti-Financial
Account Scamming Act targets this shadow economy.

By allowing regulators to pierce traditional bank secrecy rules, the law gives authorities
sharper tools to navigate suspicious accounts. For ordinary Filipinos, it means greater
protection against the nightmare of waking up to an emptied bank account.

Safeguarding the Food Basket

Food security isn’t just about farming—it’s also about law enforcement. The Anti-Agricultural
Economic Sabotage Act targets smuggling, hoarding, and cartel activities in staples like rice,
corn, pork, and sugar.

For farmers in Nueva Ecija or traders in Divisoria, this law is a lifeline. It promises to keep
prices fair and supplies steady, protecting both producers and consumers from manipulative
middlemen.

Taxing the Digital Age
Streaming movies, buying cloud storage, or running ads online? The Tax Code Amendment on

Digital Services now ensures these transactions contribute to government revenue. It’s a
recognition that the digital economy is no longer a side hustle. It’s central to modern life. While
exemptions exist for education and banking, most digital services are now part of the Value-
Added Tax (VAT).
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Why it Matters
These changes aren’t abstract. They affect the price of rice, the safety of your bank account,
the reliability of your online shopping, and the taxes you pay on digital services.

For businesses, compliance is no longer optional-it’s survival. For consumers, the balance of
power is shifting in their favor. And for lawyers and law students, these developments mark a
new era in doctrine and debate.

The Bigger Picture
The Philippines is rewriting the rules of commerce for the digital age. In doing so, it’s sending
a clear message: law must evolve as fast as technology and society.

The challenge now is ensuring these reforms don’t just exist on paper, but are felt in the daily
lives of Filipinos- from the farmer in the field to the student streaming lectures online.
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